
Holy Eucharist 
Rite I - 8:00 am
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026

You are welcome at 
St. George’s Church:
Inclusive of race, 
nationality, 
sexual orientation, 
gender expression, 
and tradition.



Welcome to 
St. George's!

View Our Complete Weekly 
Worship Schedule on our Website:
StGeorgesEpiscopal.net/worship

Whether you are worshiping online or in person, we are glad you are here. We hope 
you will find comfort in the beauty of the worship and encouragement in your per-
sonal faith journey.

New to St. George's?
Thank you for joining us today! 
You can use this bulletin to follow along with the worship service. We use liturgies 
based in the red Book of Common Prayer. Hymns are from the blue Hymnal 1982 
and green Wonder, Love, and Praise. All are located in your pew. Watch fellow 
worshipers for when to stand or sit, and please only do what is comfortable for you.  
We'd love to get to know you and help get you connected with our parish ministries, 
formation, and fellowship groups. 

Families with children: Nursery services are available during the 10 am service. Our nurs-
ery room (in the office hallway, one level below the main church) is now ready after a 

period of construction! Please see an usher or greeter for directions.

Visit StGeorgesEpiscopal.net/connect or scan the QR code and we'll 
be in touch. You can also fill out the Newcomer Card in your pew 
and drop it in the offering plate.  Our rector (senior pastor), Rev. Joe 
Hensley, would welcome the chance to meet you, either after the 
worship service or via email: joe.hensley@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Thank You for Your Generous Gifts!
Your financial gifts fund our ministries so we may show the Love of God to all.  
This month your gifts have helped:

•	 Nurture faith and community among college students and young adults 
through The House FXBG, a shared ministry of St. George’s, Trinity Episcopal, and 
Christ Lutheran Churches.
•	 Sustain our ministries of pastoral care by clergy and lay persons, offering spiritual 

and emotional support as a sign of God’s grace.

You can make a financial gift:
•	In-person: place gift in collection plate in the aisle.
•	Online - one-time or recurring:   

StGeorgesEpiscopal.net/giving. Or scan the QR code.
•	Text: Send a text message with the dollar amount [e.g. 

$50] to: 540.701.4133)
•	Automated bank withdrawal (contact our parish finance 

manager, Kevin Carey, to arrange this)
•	Paypal: www.paypal.com/paypalme/stgeorgesfxbg
•	Mail: P.O. Box 7127, Fredericksburg, VA 22404
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Walking
Together

Pastoral Care at St. George's is a ministry of the clergy and the laity. By walking 
with each other through times of joy and times of sorrow, the love of Christ is 
revealed.

Prayer Ministers are available to pray with you during our worship services and 
outside of worship times on the phone. Our Prayer Group provides intercessory 
prayer weekly. Our One Body Response Team (OBRT) offers prayers, sends cards, 
and responds to other needs as able.

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) are available to bring Holy Communion to the 
homebound.

Our Wednesday Noon Eucharist service in the nave includes prayers for healing 
and anointing.

Prayer Shawls are available upon request. These mantles of healing and comfort 
are made by our ministry teams.

If you need support or encouragement, please consider reaching out to our 
church office (540.373.4133; office@stgeorgesepiscopal.net). You may also con-
tact clergy directly to make an appointment.

If you have a pastoral care emergency (death, serious illness, or other crisis) and 
need to speak with clergy, please call or text 540.361.8573 to reach clergy 
on call. 

Land and Labor Acknowledgment
We give thanks for the land which God created as a precious gift. We honor the 
Indigenous peoples who long knew the land of our parish more than 10,000 
years before it was established over 300 years ago, including the Patawomeck 
and Rappahannock Tribes who still live here. Please see our website for the full 
text of our land acknowledgement.

We also honor the people of African descent whose enslaved labor supported 
the parish for the first half of its history. Rooted in the Gospel, repentant of sin, 
we are nurturing faith and seeking justice, healing, and repair of relationships 
amid the complexity of our times.
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We invite you to prepare for worship by observing silence or taking time for 
private prayer. Please take a moment to silence cell phones and alarms. We are 
glad you are here! 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia.

Collect for Purity	 BCP 323

Summary of the Law	 BCP 324

Christ Our Passover 	 BCP 46

The Word of God
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect of the Day	 BCP 174
O God, who hast prepared for those who love thee such good things as pass 
man’s understanding: Pour into our hearts such love toward thee, that we, 
loving thee in all things and above all things, may obtain thy promises, which 
exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Sixth Sunday
of  Easter 
May 10, 2026 

from the red Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP)
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Acts 17:22-31 New Revised Standard Version
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extreme-
ly religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked 
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, `To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this 
I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor 
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all 
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him-- though indeed he is 
not far from each one of us. For `In him we live and move and have our being'; 
as even some of your own poets have said, `For we too are his offspring.'  Since 
we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While 
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all peo-
ple everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."
	 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
	 People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 66: 7-18	  BCP 674

1 Peter 3:13-22 New Revised Standard Version
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you 
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, 
and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be 
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your 
good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ 
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 
in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who 
in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
	 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
	 People: Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 14:15-21 NRSV
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. "I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who 
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them." 
           Deacon or Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
           People: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon	 Ryan Garcia 
	 The Rev. Rock Higgins
 
The Nicene Creed	 BCP 326 
 
A special "peace" candle is lit and this prayer is offered 
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide 
with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in 
tranquility your dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowl-
edge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
 
The Prayers of the People	 BCP 328
 
The Confession 	 BCP 330 
	  
The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
All are now invited to exchange a sign of peace. 
 
Offertory and Announcements 
Celebrant: As we prepare the altar to receive the offering of Christ in the sacrament, we 
make our offerings in gratitude for God's abundant grace. Please see the instructions later 
in the bulletin about participating in Communion or receiving a blessing. Know that you 
are most welcome. Thank you for sharing your gifts in commitment to God and to our 
ministry together. As we give thanks for God's abundant grace, "Since you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God.” Colossians 3:1. You can make your offering in the plate as you come forward for 
communion or send your offering electronically, by mail, or by automated bank withdraw-
al. See details on the inside cover of this bulletin for an easy to use QR code. Thank you!
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The Great Thanksgiving Prayer I	 BCP 333

Sanctus + Benedictus	 BCP 341

The Lord's Prayer	 BCP 336

The Breaking of the Bread	 BCP 337

Prayer of Humble Access	 BCP 337

Invitation to Communion1

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to participate in Communion, either by receiving the Sacrament or receiv-
ing a blessing. Communion is the sacramental body and blood of Jesus Christ received in 
bread and wine blessed by the Holy Spirit.
•	 Proceed forward toward the communion ministers when prompted (notify an usher

if you need to receive at your seat). 
•	 To receive the bread, hold your hands out, palms up.
•	 To receive the wine, sip from the cup (a.k.a. chalice) or point to the cup for the bread

to be dipped by the minister.
•	 Gluten-free? Hold your hands palms down, then take the wafer from the separate

container when offered. Ask for the gluten-free cup if preferred.
•	 To receive a blessing (prayed by the minister), cross your arms over your chest.
Receiving just the bread or just the wine is a full and valid participation.
For more information about participation in the sacraments of Holy Communion or Holy
Baptism, contact the clergy.

The Prayer After Communion	 BCP 339 

A Blessing for Easter
May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, make you perfect in every good work 
to do the will of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal
Alleluia, Alleluia, let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ.
The congregation responds Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia!

1    The communion rails are removed during the Easter season as a sign of Christ’s victory 
which has opened for us the way of freedom and peace.
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Formation for 
All Ages at 9 am: 

View staff directory on our website:
StGeorgesEpiscopal.net/staff
Or call the church office: 540.373.4133

One way we explore our spirituality is 
through learning - be it presentations, 
reading, or even talking with one anoth-
er during coffee hour. 

Nursery 
Nursery care is available for little ones 
ages 0 - 4 years old during the 9 am 
formation hour and the 10 am worship 
service. Please see an usher for directions 
to the nursery.  

Children 
Montessori-based faith exploration
•	 Age 3 - 2nd Grade: Godly Play, a 

Montessori-based program of stories, 
wondering, and expressive art or play. 
Located in the Godly Play room of the 
Preschool floor.

•	 Grades 3 - 5: SPLASH (Spirit, Play, Love 
All Spoken Here) using a curriculum 
designed by the Episcopal Church. We 
will meet in the Library behind Sydnor 
Hall.  

Youth 
An inclusive, welcoming community
•	 Youth in grades 6-12 gather on the 

Youth Floor for some interesting 
conversation and explorations of 
topics related to our faith and how 
we practice it in the world.

•	 Youth Group: Meets first and third 
Sunday evenings from 5 - 7 pm on the 
youth floor. To be added to our text 
and/or email list, contact Youth Group 
Coordinator, Amy Bogardus at bogar-
dae@yahoo.com or 540-226-5183.

Adults: 
Coffee and Fellowship in Sydnor Hall
•	 Adult Forum: The Seven Forms of 

Prayer from our Catechism -  
Sydnor Hall, 9 am 
This Sunday we will be looking at 
the seven Forms of Prayer from 
our Catechism. Prayer may just be 
a single thing to you, but there are 
differences in what we say and do 
from our prayers. You may already 
be doing most of them; you just 
have not named the differences. 
Come out and explore with us the 
differences for your prayer life. 

Questions about formation offerings? 
General inquiries: 
Church Office - 540.373.4133 
office@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Children: age 3 - 5th grade
Stephanie Dolezal
stephanie.dolezal@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Youth: 6th - 12th grade
Rev. Rock Higgins
rock.higgins@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Young Adults: age 18 - 45
Rev. Ethan Lowery 
missioner@thehousefxbg.org

Adults
Rev. Joe Hensley
joe.hensley@stgeorgesepiscopal.net
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Announcements For the latest news and events, 
sign up for our weekly e-newsletter,  
The St. Georgian:
StGeorgesEpiscopal.net/enews

Shrine Mont Registration is now open!
Registration is now open for our 2026 
Parish Weekend at Shrine Mont. We will 
travel to the mountains October 9-11. 
Our theme of the weekend is "Live as 
Children of the Light.”  
Any questions, please 
contact Danielle Davis 
(danielle@stgeorgesepis-
copal.net.) Scan the QR 
code to register.

Calling for Graduates
St. George’s would like to honor our par-
ish members who are graduating from 
high school, college, or graduate study 
at services on May 17. Please notify the 
church office by May 12 with name and 
level of education. (office@stgeorgese-
piscopal.net or 540.373.4133)

Feast of the Ascension with Trinity- May 
14 at 6:30 pm
St. George’s will celebrate the feast of 
the Ascension with our Episcopal siblings 
at Trinity, Fredericksburg on Thursday, 
May 14 at 6:30 pm.  The service will 
be hosted by Trinity Episcopal Church 
located at 825 College Ave, Fredericks-
burg, VA 22401. We will be outside in the 
labyrinth. Please bring your own chair if 
you would like one.

Outdoor Worship and Parish Picnic - 
May 31, 10 am
You are invited to our annual Parish 
Picnic at Hurkamp Park on Sunday, 
May 31. Our 10 am worship service 
will take place outdoors at Hurkamp 
Park, followed by our annual Parish 
Picnic.  We are relying on most people 
to bring their own chairs or blankets to 
sit on! Our Fellowship commission will 
provide a few canopies for shade and a 
few chairs if you forget. If you are able, 
please bring a potluck dish to share at 
the picnic and your own utensils/plates/
napkins. Please note this service will not 
be livestreamed. 

Docents Needed
Docents needed for summer tours of 
St. George’s. Anyone can be a docent! 
(Even kids, ages 12 and up.) Call BL Tra-
hos at 804.513.9033 or email at 
bltrahos@gmail.com for more info.

Rector’s Sabbatical Reminder
As previously announced, our Rector, 
Joe Hensley, will take a half-sabbatical 
for rest and renewal from May 8-June 
23, 2026. During his time away, Interim 
Associate Rector, Fr. Rock Higgins, and 
Senior Warden, Kit Burns, will be over-
seeing Joe’s areas of responsibility. Joe 
will take the 2nd half of his sabbatical in 
2027. If there are matters that need Joe’s 
attention, please reach out prior to May 
8, since he will be away from phone and 
email during the sabbatical period.

Today’s Altar Arrangement: 
The altar arrangement is given In lov-
ing memory of Anna and Edna Claire, 
by Earl and Pat Baughman, arranged 
by Flower Guild member Jeanette 
Cadwallender
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St. George’s 
Prayer List

For the most up-to-date list of 
prayers and thanksgivings, sign up 
to receive our email prayer list: 
StGeorgesEpiscopal.net/signup

Regarding the Prayer List: 
We strive to extend the power of the 
congregation’s prayer to those who feel 
they would benefit from its embrace. 
Please submit prayer requests in writing 
to office@stgeorgesepiscopal.net. Names 
remain on the list for 1 month. All new 
additions listed in italics.

Our leadership: 
Sarah (newly installed Archbishop of 
Canterbury), Sean, Mark, Gayle, and Mark; 
for Joe, Rock and Ethan, our clergy; for 
those who are priests and pastors in our 
community; for our staff—Laurel, Jake, 
Kevin, Danielle, Barbara, Achim, Riley, Amy, 
Juliann, and Stephanie; and for our Vestry.

Those needing God’s grace:
Dennis and Cindy Sale, Jim Davis, Teresa 
Gordon, Stacy Glessner, Abraham Cochin, 
Alec Benso, Mary Miller, Martha Wilson, 
Douglas Ferris, Dao Arthur, Sharon Gibson, 
Marcia Kole, Dan King, Kevin Compton, 
Mark Steele, Rev. Aaron Dobynes, Zee 
Sprouse, Sue Hu (Mother of Stephen Hu), 
Cathy Powers, Paul Sungenis, Helen Soheili, 
Soheili Family, Emily Croner, Chris and Cyn-
thia McRae, Jillian Pabalan, John Danello 

Those in convalescence:
Joyce Snead, Gunnar Burns, Ellen Sharp, 
Vicki Harrison, Barry Krause, Barbara At-
kins, Charles Bullock, Stuart Whitford,
Rev. Carey Connors, Annie Redmond, 
Maureen Aylward, Ella (daughter of for-
mer parishioner Jill Brown)

Those expecting children:
Captain Charles Lewis and Olivia Lewis

Those who have died:
Dr. Herb Green, Katrina Smith, daughter of 
Carol Sweeney, Candace Allshouse

Those attending seminary:
Anne-Tillery Melson, John Hager

Those serving our country overseas:
Jeff Bryant, Travis Weber, Avery Endler

Those with ongoing concerns:
Arya Holmes, Dick Roth, Molly Myers, 
Randy Donaldson, Martha and Sarah 
Turner, Claire Simpson, Paula Mullins, 
Logan Vaaler, Bill Marshall, Christina Shiel, 
Annette, Russ Carter, Ron Tebbutt, Betsy, 
Isobel Hornung, Janis Hales, Helen Taylor, 
Stephanie Cumming (stepdaughter of Vic-
ki Harrison), John Janney and family, Scott 
Fray, Bill Becker, Makai Kingston Bernardi 
Brown, Elizabeth Martel, Frank Rowe

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: 
St. Dunstan’s, McLean; St. Mary’s, Gooch-
land; All Mothers

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: 
The Church of Pakistan (United)

Our Partners: St. George's Episcopal 
Preschool; Notre Dame Parish and School 
(Port-au-Prince, Haiti), Père Geffrard Ricot; 
The House college chaplaincy and young 
adult ministry; SAWs Virginia; Rev. Õshin 
Jennings, No Barriers Zen Temple; Micah 
Ecumenical Ministries; Our Little Roses - 
Honduras

11



Contact 
Staff

For pastoral emergencies: 
540.361.8573

The Rev. Joseph H. Hensley, Jr. 
Rector
joe.hensley@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

The Rev. Rock Higgins
Interim Associate Rector
rock.higgins@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

The Rev. Ethan Lowery
Young Adult Missioner
missioner@thehousefxbg.org

Jake DeNap
Director of Mission and Evangelism
jake.denap@stgeorgesepisocpal.net

Achim Loch
Acting Director of Music Ministries
achim.loch@stgeorgesepiscopal.net 

Juliann Jones
Director of Children's Music
juliann.jones@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Danielle Davis
Preschool Director
danielle@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Laurel E. Loch
Chief of Staff
laurel.loch@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Kevin Carey
Parish Finance Manager
kevin.carey@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Barbara Miller-Richards
Parish Secretary
barbara@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Stephanie Dolezal
Ministry Assistant and
Children's Ministry Coordinator
stephanie.dolezal@stgeorgesepiscopal.net

Riley Mullen
Facilities Manager
Cell: 540.361.8708

Amy Bogardus 
Nursery Supervisor and
Youth Ministry Assistant

Meredith Walburn
Nursery Assistant

Sojo Higgins
Nursery Assistant
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Vestry If you have questions or concerns, 
please reach out to our Vestry  
(elected lay leaders).

Kit Burns, 2027
Senior Warden

Wendy Cannon, 2027
Junior Warden

Robert Powers, 2027 
Buildings and Grounds Warden 

Katie Green, 2026

Gabi Kelly, 2026

Rogers Lawson, 2026

Jennifer Vaughan, 2026

Linda Wickersham, 2027

Caleb Cherry, 2028

Joseph Lyttle, 2028

Kathy Maxfield, 2028

Elvin Rivera-Orellano 2028

Peggy Mathias
Treasurer

Laurel Loch
Register

To reach the Vestry, please email: vestry@stgeorgesepiscopal.net. To reach an 
individual vestry member, please contact the church office at 
office@stgeorgesepiscopal.net or 540.373.4133.

13

mailto:office%40stgeorgesepiscopal.net?subject=


Clergy:
The Rev. Rock Higgins
	
Preacher:
Ryan Garcia
The Rev. Rock Higgins 

Lector:
Jessica Atkinson

Greeter:
Linda Baribeau

Altar Guild: 
Jemma Judd 
Cindy Helton 
Leslie Pugh 
Gina Moriarity 
 
Flower Guild: 
Jeanette Cadwallender 
 
Coffee Hour: 
Trip Wiggins

Serving
This Sunday

Thank you to our worship leaders 
serving today. If you would like to 
volunteer, contact the church office:
office@stgeorgesepiscopal.net.
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Contact Our Vestry: 
The Vestry is our elected, lay lead-
ership council led by our Senior 
Warden Kit Burns and our Junior 
Warden Wendy Cannon. The Vestry 
welcomes your questions, concerns, 
and feedback. Email them at: vestry@
stgeorgesepiscopal.net

St. George’s Episcopal Church
905 Princess Anne Street
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 7127 
Fredericksburg, VA 22404
540.373.4133 (office)
Pastoral Emergencies: 
540.361.8573 (call or text) 
StGeorgesEpiscopal.net




