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“Open to All in Love” 
St. George’s Building Project and Capital Campaign    September 21, 2022 
 
You are welcome at St. George’s: Regardless of race, nationality, sexual orientation, gender expression, or 
tradition. 
 
In the 1990’s, St. George’s adopted its first expression of this welcome statement representing our 
commitment to hospitality—no exceptions. These words have been a balm to many who have found a 
warm welcome at our red doors and continue to shape our ministry today. Our commitment to radical 
hospitality has required us to listen deeply and look with fresh eyes at our parish home. Seeing our 
beloved and historic building through the eyes of our siblings-in-Christ has resulted in changes to a 
facility that more fully express our radical hospitality. This project, called “Open to All in Love,” 
emerged from the dreams of parishioners – like you – to fully live into our welcome statement by making 
sure our facilities are truly welcome and accessible to all. 
 
Current Challenges 
Our parish has grown in membership, programming, outreach, and ministries. We are bursting at the 
seams with significant needs for storage, meetings and office spaces. Additionally, as we further grow 
into our mission of sharing the love of God with our community, it is important that our facilities reflect 
our hospitality to all of God’s beloved community. 
 
In 2008, St. George’s took a giant leap forward by installing an elevator that provided access to three 
levels of the 1849 church building and one level (out of three) of the 1952 McGuire Hall complex. The 
elevator was an improvement, however, the pathway from the ground floor entrance in Sydnor Hall to the 
elevator still requires walking a steeply inclined sidewalk that many have found challenging to navigate. 
In addition, the main offices for our clergy and staff are located in McGuire Hall and are only accessible 
by climbing steps. Therefore, St. George’s current offices are inaccessible to those with mobility 
concerns.  
 
For many years, ministries, such as the flower guild and preschool, have had to store materials in utility 
rooms or at home due to lack of space. Much of our church’s historic materials and archival documents 
have been stored in less-than-ideal spaces where temperatures fluctuate significantly.  
 
Our historic graveyard currently does not have room for additional casket burials. For some time, we have 
considered adding a columbarium to our historic graveyard for the internment of cremated remains in 
marked niches.  
 
We are called to deepen our love for our community, further live into our radical welcome, and grow in 
the name of Christ. As we prepare to take this next step together, let us trust that God has begun good 
work in our midst and will bring it to completion. 
 
 



 
 

Open to All in Love project elements: 
• Accessible entrance to narthex: Installing an accessible ramp with a new door created from an 

existing window to provide accessibility to all to enter our worship space. 
• Relocate church office to Faulkner Hall: Having our front offices located at the Princess Anne 

Street sidewalk entrance provides opportunities for greater hospitality and signifies a move closer 
to our community. 

• McGuire Hall fully accessible: Adding an elevator near Faulkner Hall provides access to all 
three levels of McGuire Hall – including the preschool (ground level), offices, and youth 
floor/music rehearsal room. Adding a gently sloping ramp on the south end of the office level 
removes steps between Sydnor Hall and McGuire Hall. 

• Create new meeting space: Building a new meeting space connected to the current office 
corridor and into the graveyard provides space similar to Faulkner Hall. Additionally, the former 
church office and copy room become a classroom / meeting space and an office. 

• Create new storage space and offices: Much needed storage is added under the new meeting 
room on the ground level as well as an archival storage space and a new office in the current 
reception area. 

• Construct a columbarium: The columbarium on the exterior of the newly built meeting space in 
the graveyard/courtyard is a place of serenity as well as memorial.  

 
Our plan is to have the capital campaign (fundraising portion) and the design portion finished in 2023. 
The contractor would be hired and work started in 2024 with an anticipated completion date of early to 
mid 2025.  
 
An initial estimate, based on the concept drawings, is between $4-4.5M for all aspects of the project. 
Having considered multiple scenarios, it makes most sense to complete the project as a whole rather than 
in phases. Construction of the new meeting space, the elevator, and the new ramp into the nave will all 
require careful access in the graveyard and is best done at one time. 
 
Impact of the “Open to All in Love” Project 
While the impact of this project would provide immediate benefits, the project is not merely focused on 
the needs of today. Bringing this project to completion will continue to impact St. Georgians – and our 
community – for generations to come.  
 
Once this project is complete: 

• People with mobility concerns can enter the nave with greater dignity and safety. 
• Visitors and parishioners can more easily access our offices and staff to better engage in and 

with our ministries. 
• Our community will witness how a historic church can change and be open to all, inspiring 

people to come and see what we are about and join in our ministry work. 
• Families have a special final resting place in Fredericksburg’s oldest graveyard with the 

addition of our columbarium. 
 
Open to All in Love is a bold and exciting plan that is an investment in ministry for today and tomorrow 
as we open our doors wider to all in love. Through Christ, God welcomed us home again. Through Christ, 
we have that opportunity to welcome more of God’s beloved children home to participate in worship and 
ministry. Open to All in Love is an opportunity to go deeper in our practices of generosity, asking not 
only how we will be part of the church’s ministry from year to year but how we will participate in the life 
of St. George’s for generations to come. 
 


