Celtic Evensong
St. George’s
Episcopal Church
June 7, 2020 - Trinity Sunday
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You are welcome at
St. George’s Church:
Regardless of race,
nationality,
sexual orientation,
gender expression,
or tradition.

Trinity Sunday
June 7, 2020
Welcome to our online service! During the prelude, we invite you to prepare
for worship by observing silence or taking time for private prayer.
We are glad you are here!
Welcome
Prelude
Silence
Opening Reading: “The Way It Is”
There’s a thread you follow. It goes among
things that change. But it doesn’t change.
People wonder about what you are pursuing.
You have to explain about the thread.
But it is hard for others to see.
While you hold it you can’t get lost.
Tragedies happen; people gt hurt
or die; and you suffer and get old.
Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding.
You don’t ever let go of the thread.

William Stafford

Prayer for the Evening
Officiant: God our Creator, we call You Mother, Father, Author of Life:
All: Draw us closer to You, O God.
Officiant: Christ our Savior, we call You the Son, the Messiah, the One who
saves:
All: Draw us closer to You, O God.
Officiant: Holy Spirit, we call You the Advocate, the Inspirer, Breath and Wind of
God:
All: Draw us closer to You, O God.
Officiant: Triune God, we desire to relate to You and to each other more fully,
so that we might draw into the depths of Your love, first glimpsed at creation,
when Your voice called us and the earth forth out of darkness into Your light.
Continue to call us, guide us and lead us into this world and beyond. Amen.

Hymn WLP 782: “Gracious Spirit, give your servants”
1 Gracious Spirit, give your servants
joy to set sin’s captives free,
hope to heal the brokenhearted,
peace to share love’s liberty.
Through us bring your balm of gladness
to the wounded and oppressed;
help us claim and show God’s favor
as a people called and blessed.
2 Word made flesh, who gave up glory
to become our great high priest,
taking on our human nature
to redeem the last and least:
let your courage and compassion
shape and guide our ministries;
as our Savior and our Shepherd,
lead us to the truth that frees.
3 Loving God, who birthed creation
from the nothingness of space,
kindling life where all was empty,
turning chaos into grace:
when we feel confused and fruitless,
dawn upon our restless night;
give us faith’s imagination,
hope’s renewing, love’s delight.
4 Triune God, eternal Being,
never ending, unbegun,
boundless grace and perfect justice,
righteous and forgiving One:
so enfold us in your mercy
that our wills and yours unite;
through us may the world behold you,
find your love, your truth, your light.

Abbot’s Leigh

The Reading
Matthew 28:16 - 20
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
All: Thanks be to God.
Silence is observed after the reading
Meditation
Silence is observed after the meditation

The Rev. Colleen Schiefelbein

Prayers for Ourselves and Others Please stand.
Leader 1: We are embraced, loving God,
embraced in the community that is the heart not just of our church,
but also in the community that is the very heart of who you are:
Three in One; Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life.
Within that great love, we are held and treasured.
And we know, as we pray, you have heard us before the words cross our lips.
You ever and always hear our prayers.
Leader 2: We pray for our hurting world. That war-makers will find peace. That
the hungry will find food. That the sick will be healed. That our health workers
and all those who keep our society going will be thanked. That refugees will
find shelter. That injustice will be answered with all that is right and good.
Leader 1: We pray for all who suffer. For those we love dearly. For those we barely know. For those whose suffering we have ignored. Be present in the healing
touch of all hands that help the sick and suffering. And send your Spirit to comfort and protect all who need you.
Leader 2: We pray for all who struggle. For those who cannot see a way through
broken relationships, sickness, difficult financial realities, emotional darkness,
and deep, deep loneliness. May they find you even in the most hopeless places.
May they find your people, too, in those places, bringing good news and hope
to all who are longing for something new.

Leader 1: We pray for all who are joyful. We rejoice at the promise of new
life, and old lives made new. We celebrate the movement through milestones:
births, graduations; new jobs; new relationships; the promise of something wonderful. We remember those moments of blessing in our own lives and we thank
you for the opportunity to use our lives to your glory, to live lives that are full,
and worthy of your calling.
Leader 2: We bind ourselves, O God, today, to the strong name of the Trinity.
And we name you: Three in One, One in Three; and claim our place in your
community of love.
Be with us, within us, behind us, before us.
May we be your comfort, your restoration, and your peace and wholeness in the
world. Amen.
Additional Prayers of Intercession + Thanksgiving + Healing
During the instrumental music and hymn, and at any time hereafter, you are welcome to share a prayer request by submitting via the comment or chat function.
Music for Meditation
Hymn: “Nothing can trouble”
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.
Those who seek God shall never go wanting.
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.
God alone fills us.

Taize

Please rise or rise in spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray:
All: Eternal Spirit Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and
that shall be, Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. The
hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your justice be
followed by the peoples of the earth! Your heavenly will be done by all created
beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come
on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb
from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare us. From
the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is
love, now and forever. Amen.
The Grace (please stand)
Officiant: Now my friends, all that is true, all that is noble, all that is just and
pure, all that is lovable and gracious, whatever is excellent and admirable; with
these let us fill our hearts, and the God of heaven: Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier will be with us always. Amen.

The Peace
Officiant: Christ the Good Shepherd is risen from the dead and binds us with a
bond of love that cannot be broken. My sisters and brothers, the peace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.
All now exchange a sign of peace.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. We invite you to share your gifts in
support of our ministry within and beyond our congregation, especially during
this time when we cannot receive those offerings in person. Make your offering
online (http://bit.ly/stggive) or by mail to the church.
Announcements
For the latest updates and messages of encouragement, check our website
(StGeorgesEpiscopal.net) and subscribe to our email newsletter
(http://bit.ly/stgenews)
Officiant: Let us now join in the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
Collect for Trinity Sunday
Officiant: Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants
grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal
Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us
steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one
and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Prayer for People Facing Great Uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all
who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal
of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you. Amen.
Taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’
(adapted)

Hymn WLP 778: “We all are one in mission”
1 We all are one in mission,
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single, great commission
compels us from above
to plan and work together
that all may know Christ’s love.
2 We all are called for service
to witness in God’s name.
Our ministries are diff’rent,
our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others
by God’s surprising grace,
so people of all nations may feel
God’s warm embrace.
3 We all behold one vision,
a stark reality;
the steward of salvation
was nailed upon a tree.
Yet resurrected Justice
gives rise that we may share
free reconciliation
and hope amid despair.
4 Now let us be united
and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel
for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission,
we all are one in call,
Our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.

Nyland

Blessing offered by the priest
May you be held together by the love of God, clothed with the nature of Jesus
our Companion, reinforced by the strength of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing
of God, the one Holy and Undivided Trinity be with you now and always. Amen.
The Dismissal offered by the priest
Go into the world in peace, have courage, hold on to what is good, return no
one evil for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the suffering, honor everyone, love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thank you for joining us.
Postlude
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In this time of uncertainty and dynamic change, please know that although we
cannot physically gather, God is ever-present. We are here too. If you would like
someone to chat and pray with you, please submit a request online
(bit.ly/stgprayer) and if it is an emergency (for e.g. sudden illness, death), please
contact the pastoral emergency phone (540.361.8573) where you will reach a
clergy person on call. Know that we are holding you in our prayers and look forward to a time when we will be able to gather again. God’s peace be with you.
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