
Celtic Evensong
St. George’s
Episcopal Church
 

April 5, 2020 - Palm Sunday 

5:30 pm - Online Worship

You are welcome at 
St. George’s Church:
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Welcome to our online service! During the prelude, we invite you to prepare 
for worship by observing silence or taking time for private prayer.
We are glad you are here!

Prelude     
One minute of silence follows the prelude.

Opening Reading: La Ded  Translated by Jane Hirshfield
I was passionate, filled with longing,
I searched far and wide.
But the day that the truthful One
found me, I was at home.

Hymn 458 (St. 1, 3+7):  “My song is love unknown” Love unknown
1 My song is love unknown,
my Savior’s love to me,
love to the loveless shown
that they might lovely be.
O who am I,
that for my sake
my Lord should take
frail flesh, and die?

3 Sometimes they strew his way,
and his strong praises sing,
resounding all the day
hosannas to their King.
Then “Crucify!”
is all their breath,
and for his death
they thirst and cry.

7 Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King!
never was grief like thine.
This is my friend,
in whose sweet praise
I all my days
could gladly spend.

Palm Sunday 
April 5, 2020



Call to Worship
One: God is in the water that restores our soul. 
All: And God is in the night when we lose our way. 
One: God is in today and tomorrow, raising up leaders, prophets and dreamers. 
All: And God is in the wilderness with us—every step of the way. 
One: So with confidence we declare—
All: If God is in those spaces, then God is surely here. 
One: Let us worship the God of creation. 
All: Let us worship the God of wilderness spaces.

The Reading Matthew 2: - 11
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, 
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie 
them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ̀ The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
All: Thanks be to God. 
Silence is observed after the reading 

Meditation The Rev. Joseph H. Hensley, Jr.
Two minutes of silence will follow.

Music for Meditation

Prayers for Ourselves and Others  Please stand. 
Officiant: Let us pray for ourselves and others. 
In the silences that follow each petition, please feel free to pray for particular 
people and situations, either silently or aloud.
Leader 1: We hold before God: those for whom life is very difficult; those who 
have difficult decisions to make, and who honestly do not know what is the 
right thing to do. Silence
Officiant: God, in your mercy.
All: Hear our prayer.



Leader 2: We hold before God: those who are victims of violence, those who are 
neglected or misunderstood, those who are unemployed and frightened, and 
those who have no one to pray for them. Silence
Officiant: God, in your mercy.
All: Hear our prayer.

Leader 1: We hold before God: those who have died, those who are grieving be-
cause someone they loved has died; and any who are disappointed in something 
for which they hoped very much. Silence
Officiant: God, in your mercy.
All: Hear our prayer.

Leader 2: God our Sanctuary,
 gather us when separated into your presence.
God our Physician, 
            heal those who have contracted the virus.
God our Homeland,
 mother all who are quarantined.
God our Guardian,
 protect physicians and nurses.
God our Hope,
 assist researchers searching for a vaccine.
God our Mighty Fortress,
 preserve our societies from devastation.
God our Governor,
 guide the leaders of nations toward wise policies.

Leader 1: God of Everlasting Arms,
 in you we live and move and have our being.
God our Creator,
 make once again a world of sabbath rest.
God our Savior,
 redeem the suffering world by your cross.
God our Light,
 shine your radiant peace into our darkness.
O God, Holy and Undivided Trinity,
 bless and preserve us. Amen.

Officiant: Lord God, may our prayers, rising before you like incense, be pleasing 
to you; and may our outstretched hands be filled with your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son.
All: Amen.



Officiant: During this season of Lent, let us confess our deep need for God’s 
renewing and forgiving love.
All: Gracious God, You invite us to plant a garden of love and harmony, but we 
grow weeds of prejudice and hatred. You invite us to sow joy and gratitude, 
but we scatter seeds of greed and envy. You call us to tend the soil of fear and 
denial, but instead we close our eyes and let the earth suffer. Forgive us. You 
invited us to plant a garden, and we lost ourselves in the wilderness. Clear our 
hearts. Breathe life into these weary bones and grant us a fresh start. Grateful-
ly we pray, Amen.

Additional Prayers of Intercession + Thanksgiving + Healing  
During the instrumental music and hymn, and at any time hereafter, you are wel-
come to share a prayer request by submitting via the comment or chat function.

Music for Meditation

Hymn: “Bless the Lord, my soul”   Taize
Bless the Lord, my soul. And bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul. Who leads me into light.

Please rise or rise in spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray:
All: Eternal Spirit Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and 
that shall be, Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. The 
hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of your justice be 
followed by the peoples of the earth! Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come 
on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb 
from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare us. From 
the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is 
love, now and forever. Amen.

The Peace
Christ, the Good Shepherd, binds us with a bond of love that cannot be broken. 
My sisters and brothers, the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
All now exchange a sign of peace.



Praise God from whom all blessings flow. We invite you to share your gifts in 
support of our ministry within and beyond our congregation, especially during 
this time when we cannot receive those offerings in person. Make your offering
online (http://bit.ly/stggive) or by mail to the church.

Announcements
For the latest updates and messages of encouragement, check our website
(StGeorgesEpiscopal.net) and subscribe to our email newsletter
(http://bit.ly/stgenews)

Officiant: Let us now join in the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen.

Prayer for People Facing Great Uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all
who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal
of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you. Amen.
Taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’
(adapted)



Hymn 154 (St. 2 - 4): “All glory, laud, and honor” Valet will ich dir geben
All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, Redeemer, King!
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

2. The company of angels
are praising thee on high;
and we with all creation
in chorus make reply. (Refrain)

3. The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayer and anthems
before thee we present. (Refrain)

4. To thee before thy passion
they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee, now high exalted,
our melody we raise. (Refrain)

The Dismissal
Officiant: Go into the world in peace, have courage, hold on to what is good, 
return no one evil for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help 
the suffering, honor everyone, love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the 
Spirit.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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In this time of uncertainty and dynamic change, please know that although we 
cannot physically gather, God is ever-present. We are here too. If you would like 
someone to chat and pray with you, please submit a request online 
(bit.ly/stgprayer) and if it is an emergency (for e.g. sudden illness, death), please 
contact the pastoral emergency phone (540.361.8573) where you will reach a 
clergy person on call. Know that we are holding you in our prayers and look for-
ward to a time when we will be able to gather again. God’s peace be with you.
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