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You are welcome at 
St. George’s Church:
Regardless of race, 
nationality, 
sexual orientation, 
gender expression, 
or tradition.



Welcome to our online service! During the prelude, we invite you to prepare 
for worship by observing silence or taking time for private prayer.
We are glad you are here!

Prelude

Call to Worship
Officiant: God hovered over the void and breathed life into dust. 
People: God created in the wilderness. 
Officiant: The Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years. 
People: The Israelites found God in the wilderness. 
Officiant: Jesus said “no” to the tempter time and time again.  
People: Jesus claimed his identity in the wilderness. 
Officiant: We grow in the wilderness. We learn in the wilderness.  
People: For God is with us—before, through, and after the wilderness. 
Officiant: Let us worship God! 
People: Amen.

Officiant: O God make speed to save us.
People: O Lord make haste to help us.
People: Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God, as it was in the be-
ginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Psalm
Psalm 69 BCP 679
The appointed Psalm(s) is (are) read responsively by whole verse.
1   Save me, O God, *
for the waters have risen up to my neck.
2   I am sinking in deep mire, *
and there is no firm ground for my feet.
3   I have come into deep waters, *
and the torrent washes over me.
4   I have grown weary with my crying; my throat is inflamed; *
my eyes have failed from looking for my God.
5   Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; my 
lying foes who would destroy me are mighty. *
Must I then give back what I never stole?
6   O God, you know my foolishness, *
and my faults are not hidden from you.
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7   Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, Lord GOD of 
hosts; *
let not those who seek you be disgraced because of me, O God of Israel.
8   Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, *
and shame has covered my face.
9   I have become a stranger to my own kindred, *
an alien to my mother’s children.
10   Zeal for your house has eaten me up; *
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
11   I humbled myself with fasting, *
but that was turned to my reproach.
12   I put on sack-cloth also, *
and became a byword among them.
13   Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, *
and the drunkards make songs about me.
14   But as for me, this is my prayer to you, *
at the time you have set, O LORD:
15   In your great mercy, O God, *
answer me with your unfailing help.
16   Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; *
let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep waters.
17   Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow 
me up; *
do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me.
18   Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind; *
in your great compassion, turn to me.”
19   Hide not your face from your servant; *
be swift and answer me, for I am in distress.
20   Draw near to me and redeem me; *
because of my enemies deliver me.
21   You know my reproach, my shame, and my dishonor; *
my adversaries are all in your sight.”
22   Reproach has broken my heart, and it cannot be healed; *
I looked for sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I could find no 
one.
23   They gave me gall to eat, *
and when I was thirsty, they gave me vinegar to drink.
24   Let the table before them be a trap *
and their sacred feasts a snare.
25   Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, *
and give them continual trembling in their loins.
26   Pour out your indignation upon them, *
and let the fierceness of your anger overtake them.
27   Let their camp be desolate, *
and let there be none to dwell in their tents.



28   For they persecute him whom you have stricken *
and add to the pain of those whom you have pierced.
29   Lay to their charge guilt upon guilt, *
and let them not receive your vindication.
30   Let them be wiped out of the book of the living *
and not be written among the righteous.
31   As for me, I am afflicted and in pain; *
your help, O God, will lift me up on high.
32   I will praise the Name of God in song; *
I will proclaim his greatness with thanksgiving.
33   This will please the LORD more than an offering of oxen, *
more than bullocks with horns and hoofs.
34   The afflicted shall see and be glad; *
you who seek God, your heart shall live.
35   For the LORD listens to the needy, *
and his prisoners he does not despise.
36   Let the heavens and the earth praise him, *
the seas and all that moves in them;
37   For God will save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; *
they shall live there and have it in possession.
38   The children of his servants will inherit it, *
and those who love his Name will dwell therein.

After the Psalm(s), all say together:
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God, as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen.



Hymn 482: “Lord of all hopefulness” Slane
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
 whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
 Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
 whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
 Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
 your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
 Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
 Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

The Reading
Mark 8:27 - 9:1
The appointed Gospel lesson is read. After the lesson, the reader says, “Here 
ends the reading”. 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered 
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 
He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are 
the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. Then he 
began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” And 
he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death until they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”



Meditation The Rev. Joseph H. Hensley, Jr.

Canticle: Song of Ezekiel (36:24 - 28)
The following is said in unison.
I will take you from among all nations;
 and gather you from all lands to bring you home.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you;
 and purify you from false gods and uncleanness.
A new heart I will give you
 and a new spirit put within you.
I will take the stone heart from your chest
 and give you a heart of flesh.
I will help you walk in my laws
 and cherish my commandments and do them.
You shall be my people,
 and I will be your God.

Affirmation of Faith
Affirmation of Faith by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
One: We believe in a wilderness God—
All: Who breathed life into dust,
 turned seeds into flowers,
 and flooded the sky with stars.

One: We believe in a wilderness God—
All: Who went hungry in the desert,
 walked barefoot on the water,
 and taught from the mountainside.

One: We believe in a wilderness God—
All: Whose love could be described
 as nothing short of wild.

One: So with confidence and hope,
 we long to follow our wilderness God
 who walks with people on their darkest nights,
All: Who sings hope into places of grief, isolation, and suffering,
 and who exists in the form of untamed joy,
 wildfire love, and impossible hope.
 Step by step, may it be so. Amen.



Praise God from whom all blessings flow. We invite you to share your gifts in
support of our ministry within and beyond our congregation, especially during
this time when we cannot receive those offerings in person. Make your offering
online (http://bit.ly/stggive) or by mail to the church.

Announcements
For the latest updates and messages of encouragement, check our website
(StGeorgesEpiscopal.net) and subscribe to our email newsletter
(http://bit.ly/stgenews)

The congregation rises or rises in spirit.
The Prayers
Officiant: Hear our cry, O God.
People: And listen to our prayer.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.

The following response prayer follows
Hear our prayers, O Christ our God. 
Hear us O Christ.
Govern and direct your holy Church; fill it with love and trust and grant it unity 
which is your will. 
Hear us O Christ.
Guide the leaders of the nations into ways of justice and peace. 
Hear us, O Christ.
Heal the sick in body, mind or spirit and provide for the homeless, the hungry, and 
the destitute. 
Hear us, O Christ.
Bless all those preparing to be baptized in Christ’s Body at Easter.
Hear us, O Christ.
Give us the will to use the resources of the earth to your glory and for the good of all. 
Hear us, O Christ.
Hear us as we remember those who have died, especially (insert names of those on 
prayer list), and grant us with them a share in your eternal glory. 
Hear us, O Christ.
Grant us true repentance, forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and 
our deliberate sins; and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives 
according to your word.



Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy on us.
The people may then add particular intercessions and thanksgivings, including 
those on the prayer board to the right of the pulpit. Prayers from our weekly 
prayer list are also included.

The Collect(s)
The Collect of the Day may be said and / or the collect commemorating an occa-
sion from Holy Women, Holy Men. One or more collects may be said from pages 
99 - 101, 107 in the Book of Common Prayer. Or this collect may be used:

Prayer for People Facing Great Uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all
who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal
of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you. Amen. 
Taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ 
(adapted)

Merciful God, return us now to working and relating in our world; return us, 
stimulated by hope, strengthened by faith, and directed by love. Thus we are 
heartened to reconcile all people, created, redeemed, and sustained by you. In 
the name of Christ. Amen.

Officiant: The Spirit dwells in us. Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

In this time of uncertainty and dynamic change, please know that although we 
cannot physically gather, God is ever-present. We are here too. If you would like 
someone to chat and pray with you, please submit a request online 
(bit.ly/stgprayer) and if it is an emergency (for e.g. sudden illness, death), please 
contact the pastoral emergency phone (540.361.8573) where you will reach a 
clergy person on call. Know that we are holding you in our prayers and look for-
ward to a time when we will be able to gather again. God’s peace be with you.
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