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• In the Synoptic Gospels 
(Mark, Matthew & Luke) 
Jesus makes only one trip 
to Jerusalem.

• In Mark and Matthew, 
Jesus makes that journey 
via Perea (approximated 
by green route.)

• In Luke, Jesus travels 
through Samaria instead 
(approximated by red 
route.)

• All three Synoptics have 
Jesus pass through Jericho 
on the last leg of His 
journey.



Jesus’ Pilgrimage: Galilee to Jerusalem via Samaria
• 9.51When the days drew near for his ascension, he set his face to 

go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On 
their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready 
for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set 
toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, 
they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down 
from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked 
them.

• 17.11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region 
between Samaria and Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers 
approached him. Keeping their distance, 13they called out, saying, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he said 
to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they 
went, they were made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw 
that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice. 16He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And 
he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made 
clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18Was none of them 
found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
19Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith   
has delivered you.”

• Ascension: only appearance of this 
noun in the NT.

• Elijah Theme: Lk. 9.54b = 2 Kg. 1.10, 12

• Universal salvation offered.

• Mercy extended.

• Inexorability of salvation-history:
• In 9.51 - he set his face (Isaiah 50.7-9, 

Ezekiel 4.7-8)
• In 17.11 - Kai egeneto en tō poreuesthai eis

Ierousalām…

• Mercy extended again.

• Universal salvation offered and 
accepted.

• Elisha Theme: 2 Kg. 5

• A lesson in 
• Prayer
• Obedience
• Gratitude
• Faith



Luke’s Narrative Emphasizes Teaching Over Healing Once Jesus 
Leaves Galilee…
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READ LUKE 10.25-28



The Lawyer’s Citation of the Law in Luke 10

• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind…
• You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your being, and with all 

your strength. (Dt. 6.5, Masoretic Text (MT))

• …and your neighbor as yourself.

• You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin…You shall not take vengeance or bear a 
grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself… (Lev. 
19.17-18)
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The Lawyer’s Citation of the Law in Luke 10
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The Lawyer’s Citation of the Law in Luke 10

• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
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• …and your neighbor as yourself.
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The Lawyer’s Citation of the Law in Luke 10

• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind…
• You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your being, and with all 

your strength. (Dt. 6.5, Masoretic Text (MT))

kardia – heart   psuchē – soul   dunamis, ischus – power, might, strength, ability   

dianoia – understanding, intelligence, mind

• …and your neighbor as yourself.
• You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin…You shall not take vengeance or bear a 

grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself… (Lev. 
19.17-18)
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The Lawyer’s Citation of the Law in Luke 10

• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind…
• You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your being, and with all 

your strength. (Dt. 6.5, Masoretic Text (MT))
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• …and your neighbor as yourself.
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grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself… (Lev. 
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The Lawyer’s Citation of the Law in Luke 10

• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind…
• You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your being, and with all 

your strength. (Dt. 6.5, Masoretic Text (MT))

kardia – heart   psuchē – soul   dunamis, ischus – power, might, strength, ability   

dianoia – understanding, intelligence, mind

• Have the Evangelists made their changes to appeal to a mixed Jewish-Gentile audiences?

• …and your neighbor as yourself.
• You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin…You shall not take vengeance or bear a 

grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself… (Lev. 
19.17-18)
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The Lawyer’s Citation of the Law in Luke 10

• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind…
• You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your being, and with all your 

strength. (Dt. 6.5, Masoretic Text (MT))

kardia – heart   psuchē – soul   dunamis, ischus – power, might, strength, ability   

dianoia – understanding, intelligence, mind

• Have the Evangelists made their changes to appeal to a mixed Jewish-Gentile audiences?

• …and your neighbor as yourself.
• You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin…You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge 

against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself… (Lev. 19.17-18)

• “Your neighbor” parallels “your kin” and “your people.”

• Jesus will expand this!

MT LXX Mark 12 Matthew 22 Luke 10
Heart kardia kardia kardia kardia
Being psuchē psuchē psuchē psuchē

Strength dunamis dianoia dianoia ischus
ischus dianoia



READ LUKE 10.29-37



The Example of the Good Samaritan

• Arguably the most famous “parable” in the NT (e.g. Good Samaritan laws)

• One of Luke’s stories of mercy (see also The Barren Fig, The Prodigal Son)

• The Setting
• 18 miles of Roman road between Jerusalem and Jericho
• Jerusalem elevation 2,500 ft.; Jericho elevation -770 ft.
• Heavily traveled and known for its banditry

• The Cast
• The Victim: ethnicity unclear, but his condition evident
• A Priest: Jewish, an official God-lover, paragon of the Law
• A Levite: Jewish, also traveling to / from The Temple
• The Samaritan: hated by Jews as schismatics

• “Moved with pity” – the same gut reaction as Jesus at Nain
• Wine, oil, bandages
• His mount
• His labor
• Two denarii ≈ two additional nights’ lodging ©2018 University of Notre Dame



The Example of the Good Samaritan

• The victim has been beaten bloody, stripped, and is half dead
• His ethnoreligious identity has been removed; only his humanity is left.
• His unfortunate, physical condition is on full display.
• Ignored, he certainly dies; attended, he likely lives.

• Two Jews associated with The Temple ignore the victim’s need.
• Their profession is the love of God.
• But fears of ritual impurity prevent their caring for a wounded human being.
• Unable to do the other half of what’s required for eternal life; they, too, are half dead.

• The Samaritan follows the same Law of Moses as the Jews.
• Including the same laws of ritual impurity.
• He does not have The Prophets (e.g. Prov. 21.21, Ps. 146.7-9, Hos. 6.6, Mic. 6.8, Zech. 7.9)
• And yet he uses his physical possessions to respond to a person’s condition.

• “Who is my neighbor?” becomes “Which of these was neighbor to the man?”
• They lawyer wanted an objective definition of “neighbor.”
• Jesus leads him to a subjective answer – it is anyone to whom you can show kindness.
• “While mere neighbourhood does not create love, love does create neighbourliness” (T. W. 

Manson)



READ LUKE 10.38-42



Mary and Martha: “Listen to him!”

• Unique to Luke’s narrative (but later borrowed by the Fourth Gospel?)
• The location of the episode is problematic

• Jesus has begun his pilgrimage to Jerusalem
• He has already gone into Samaria
• Are we suddenly back in Galilee or have we reached Judea?
• The question of location (historical) misses the point (salvation-historical)

• Contrasts the doer with the listener
• Mary, the listener, whose name means “height” or “summit”

• An exemplary disciple with the same name as Disciple #1, Jesus’ mother
• Not to be confused with Mary Magdalene

• Martha, the doer, whose name means “mistress” or “lady” (of the house)
• For whom one thing is necessary
• And it’s not a dish
• “Listen first, then serve.”

Then pay attention to how you listen; for to those who have, more will be given; and from 
those who do not have, even what they seem to have will be taken away. (Luke 8.18)
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