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Jesus’ Teachings on Prayer (and Other Things)

• Luke 11.1-13
• The Lord’s Prayer (1-4)
• The Persistent Friend (5-8)
• The Efficacy of Prayer (9-13)

• Luke 18.1-14
• The Widow and the Dishonest Judge (1-8)
• The Pharisee and the Tax-Collector (9-14)

• Summary



READ LUKE 18.1-8



The Widow and the Dishonest Judge

• “A parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.”
• L material unique to Luke like The Parable of the Persistent Friend.

• Why does Luke “double down” on this topic?

• The judge “neither feared God nor had respect for people.”
• Historical language akin to Josephus, Livy and others.

• Josephus on King Jehoiakim: “neither reverent toward God nor fair toward human beings.”

• Why does the figure of the widow loom large in Luke’s L material?
- The Prophetess Anna - The Widow v. The Dishonest Judge
- The Widow of Zarephath - The Widow of 7 Brothers (also in Mk. & Mt.)
- The Widow of Nain - The Widow & Her Mite (also in Mk.)
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• A widow is
• A have-not, especially if no children are available as support

• An object of scorn and disgrace

• A frequent victim of injustice in the Old Testament (and the New? See Lk. 20.46-47)

• A subject of Jesus’ attention: “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” (Lk. 6.21b)

• Jesus’ own mother



The Widow and the Dishonest Judge

• The widow is not seeking retribution, but justice.

• She is powerless; her only leverage is her persistence.

• The judge’s incentive to act: “lest in the end her coming hypōpiazē me.”
• The infinitive is a boxing term “to strike under the eye” or “to give a black eye.”

• Its use here comes from a common Asiatic expression of “to blacken my face” 
meaning “to slander / besmirch my character.”

• It can also mean “to treat roughly.” See Paul’s usage in 1 Cor. 9.26-27 (RSV). 

• But, according to the parable, what is God’s incentive to act?

• And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?
• In Luke’s narrative, Jesus has just told the Pharisees that the kingdom’s coming will 

be invisible, sudden, dramatic, and universal in effect; it is “within you.”
• But He has given no specific date.
• In the face of accusations of false prophecy stemming from the delayed Parousia, 

Luke asserts the need for conversion and constant prayer. “Run through the finish!”



READ LUKE 18.9-14



The Pharisee and the Tax-Collector

• The Pharisees
• The Jewish party of “separated ones” or “separatists.”
• Their goal: to achieve holiness in everyday life by practicing the scriptures as 

interpreted by the scribes.
• Their base lay in the towns and countryside at a distance from Jerusalem.
• In towns distant from The Temple, their weekly worship took place in synagogues.
• Less comfortable than the Sadducees with foreign influence.
• Unlike the Sadducees, they accepted The Oral Torah, The Writings, and The Prophets.
• Believers in resurrection.

• Tax-Collectors
• In the Synoptics, subordinates of those holding tax-farming contracts.
• In the Roman Empire, tax-collection contracts were auctioned to the highest bidder.
• The contract-holder (Lat. publican) was generally a foreigner.
• The publican’s tax-collecting underlings were natives.
• The system was rife with extortion, greed, and unfairness. (See Lk. 3.12)
• Strict Jews deemed a tax-collectors unclean due to constant contact with Gentiles.
• The Synoptics lump tax-collectors with sinners, prostitutes, and Gentiles.



The Pharisee and the Tax-Collector

The Pharisee The Tax-Collector

Confident (forward; feeling entitled) Tentative (far off; unsure of his place)

Complacent / Closed Remorseful / Open

“Tell and you will prove” “Ask and you will receive”

Justification Withheld Justification Received      

Diagnosis – actions must be an outgrowth of 
the proper attitude to be the fruit of 
repentance.  

Diagnosis – God-directed emotion and 
ideation lead to the fruit of repentance, i.e., 
future action that will overcome past sins. 

• “He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt…”

• Who are these uber-righteous people? In Jesus’ time? In Luke’s? In ours?

Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That's how the light gets in

– Leonard Cohen
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ACTION
Knock to open
• Your kingdom come.
• Bear fruits of repentance –

Give; don’t take!
• The mercy of salvation is 

freedom – Pay it forward!
• Break all the chains (poverty, 

hunger, illness, depression, 
oppression,…)



An Organic Summary of Luke’s Teachings on Prayer…

CONTEMPLATION EMOTION/IDEATION ACTION

Pray always and do not grow weary. Persist! 

• Pay attention how 
you listen…

• Listen to Him!
• Mary has chosen 

the better part.
• Father, hallowed 

be your name…

Ask to receive
• What we need – esp. 

the bread of existence
• Forgiveness of sins
• Rescue from selfishness
• The Holy Spirit
Seek to find
• Ways to show mercy to 

debtors and neighbors

Interior Exterior

Heart
Presence

Being Mind
Values Ideas

Strength
Activities

Knock to open
• Your kingdom come.
• Bear fruits of repentance –

Give; don’t take!
• The mercy of salvation is 

freedom – Pay it forward!
• Break all the chains (poverty, 

hunger, illness, depression, 
oppression,…)



On Pilgrimage 
with Luke
Week 10
A Guided Tour with Ray Crafton

Crohtun@aol.com

15


