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READ LUKE 5.1-11



Luke 5.1-11 Joins Two Stories

Mark 1.16-20

• The call of the first disciples
• Simon and his brother Andrew

• James and John, sons of Zebedee

• Fishermen 

• On the shores of Galilee

• At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry

• “I will make you fishers of men”

• Luke’s redactions
• Andrew and Zebedee omitted

• After Jesus’ ministry has begun

• “You will be live-catching men”      
(zōgrōn = zōos + agrein) 

A Post-Resurrection Story (L)

• Not yet a disciple, Simon already calls 
Jesus “Master.” (v.5)

• Simon’s deep remorse is unexplained as is 
his use of “Lord.” (v.8)

• Jesus’ response – “Fear not”– is associated 
with post-resurrection appearances.

• John 21 has a very similar post-
resurrection story. 

• Some of John’s differences from Luke
• Four disciples are added to Luke’s three to 

make seven

• The net is not broken

• There are precisely 153 fishWhat Is Luke’s Message?



READ LUKE 6.17-26



From the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5) From the Sermon on the Plain (Lk. 6) Comments

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.
6“Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will receive mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God.
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of God.
10“Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11“Blessed are you when people revile 
you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account.
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.

20b“Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God.
21“Blessed are you who are hungry 
now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are 
you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22“Blessed are you when people hate 
you, and when they exclude you, revile 
you, and defame you on account of the 
Son of Man.
23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 
for surely your reward is great in 
heaven; for that is what their ancestors 
did to the prophets.

• M material and L material 
unique to their respective 
gospels is highlighted in 
gray.

• Unshaded text is Q 
material shared by 
Matthew and Luke.

• Of note
• Mt. 5.3-6 softens the 

Q material.
• The 1-to-1 matching 

between Luke’s 
beatitudes and woes.

• The difference 
between “my account” 
in Mt. 5.11 and “the 
Son of Man” in Lk. 
6.22

• What themes in Luke’s 
narrative do his version of 
the beatitudes and woes 
support?

24“But woe to you who are rich, for you 
have received your consolation.
25“Woe to you who are full now, for you 
will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for 
you will mourn and weep.
26“Woe to you when all speak well of 
you, for that is what their ancestors did 
to the false prophets.
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Themes in Luke’s Beatitudes and Woes

• Heaven’s priorities lie with freeing the physically disadvantaged.
• Not the poor in spirit, but the poor.
• Not those hungering for righteousness, but the hungry.
• Not comfort for the mourning, but laughter for the weeping.
• “Those who are well have no need of a physician but those who are sick” (Lk.5.31, Mt.9.12, Mk.2.17)

• The Great Reversal is afoot.
• The dawn of salvation will bring a leveling of human society.
• Today’s underprivileged stand to gain.
• Today’s privileged stand to lose perquisites.

• Jesus is in solidarity with humanity.
• He refers to himself as “The Son of Man” in Luke’s version.
• He speaks from Luke’s “level place,” not Matthew’s “mountain.”

• Salvation is for all people (the 4th beatitude / woe.)
• Note the “you” versus “they” references. 
• Those addressed as “you” are disciples and others from both Judea and from Gentile territory (Tyre and 

Sidon.)
• The ancestors of the “they” persecuted the true prophets of Israel.
• So those doing the hating and reviling are Jewish.



From the Sermon on the Plain (Lk. 6) From the Magnificat (Lk. 1)

Like Mother, Like Son:
Jesus’ Beatitudes and 
Woes Echo Portions of 
Mary’s Magnificat

20b“Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God.
21“Blessed are you who are hungry 
now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are 
you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22“Blessed are you when people hate 
you, and when they exclude you, revile 
you, and defame you on account of the 
Son of Man.
23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 
for surely your reward is great in 
heaven; for that is what their ancestors 
did to the prophets.

52He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones and 
lifted up the lowly; 53he has 
filled the hungry with good 
things and sent the rich away 
empty.

50His mercy is for those who 
fear him from generation to 
generation.

54He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy,
55according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and to his descendants 
forever.

24“But woe to you who are rich, for you 
have received your consolation.
25“Woe to you who are full now, for you 
will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for 
you will mourn and weep.
26“Woe to you when all speak well of 
you, for that is what their ancestors did 
to the false prophets.
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In the Gospels, Others Tend to Call Jesus Lord, Teacher, or Rabbi…

MT MK LK JN OTH
Messiah 2
Lamb of 
God

2 4

Christ 15 8 9 8 ~500
Lord 18 2 31 25 ~550
Rabbi 2 3 7
Teacher 8 12 13 5
Savior 2 1 21
Son of 
God

7 3 6 5 19

Son of 
Man

1 2 3

56% 59% 72% 65% ~50%

MT MK LK JN
Messiah
Lamb of 
God
Christ 2 1 2 1
Lord 3 4 2
Rabbi
Teacher 3 1 2 2
Savior
Son of 
God

3

Son of 
Man

28 12 25 11

78% 67% 81% 65%

References by Others Self-References

Note: most, but not all, titles are listed above.

…But Jesus Tends to Calls Himself “The Son of Man.”



In Luke’s Narrative, the Social Ethics Expressed by John and Jesus 
Are Rooted in the Jewish Scriptures

• Moses and the Burning Bush
• An encounter with Being itself, the totality of Existence: “YHWH”
• Its message: “Free the people that they may become.”

• The Covenant
• YHWH’s part of the bargain: setting the Chosen People free.
• Their part of the bargain: following YHWH’s laws.

• The Laws Governing Righteous Society
• “Pay it forward.” 
• YHWH freed you; now you must free others.
• For example, see parts of Leviticus 19.

• For Further Reading
• J. David Pleins, “Social Ethics of the Hebrew Bible,” on-line at

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/passages/related-articles/social-ethics-of-the-hebrew-
biblebasic-article

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/passages/related-articles/social-ethics-of-the-hebrew-biblebasic-article
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