
On Pilgrimage 
with Luke
Week 5
A Guided Tour with Ray Crafton

Crohtun@aol.com

1



Luke 3 Is Also Filled with Unique “L” Material…

• Periodization of the Ministries of John and Jesus 

• The Resounding Chord of Universal Salvation (vv.6, 8, 34c-38)

• John’s Baptism

• The Components of John’s Message 
• Eschatological vv.7-9 Q

• Ethical vv.10-14 L

• Messianic vv.15-18 L/Q/L

• The Baptism of Jesus and the Agency of the Holy Spirit

• The Genealogy of Jesus
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Matthew 3 Mark 1 Luke 3 John 1

13Then Jesus came from Galilee 
to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and 
do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; 
for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
he consented. 16And when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he 
came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. 17And 
a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.”

9In those days Jesus 
came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the 
Jordan.

10And just as he was 
coming up out of the 
water, 
he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a 
dove on him.
11And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well 
pleased.”

21Now when all the 
people were baptized, 

and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and 
was praying, 
the heaven was 
opened, 22and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon 
him in bodily form like 
a dove. 
And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.”

31I myself did not know 
him; but I came baptizing 
with water for this reason, 
that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32And John 
testified, 

“I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him.
33I myself did not know 
him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who 
baptizes with Holy Spirit.’
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SCAN LUKE 3.23-37
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Luke Matthew

Paternal line Paternal line with mention of 5 wives: Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah, and Mary

Ascending order Descending order

77 generations 3 x 14 generations

Stops with Adam son of God Stops with Abraham

One Jesus with Two Different Genealogies…

• Jesus is the Son of God as Mary was told and as the 
voice said at His baptism.

• His life, suffering, death, resurrection, and 
exaltation form one long ascension, the linchpin of 
salvation-history that ties together the Period of 
Israel and the Period of the Church.

• His origins reflect 77 generations, a traditional 
scheme in OT genealogies; he emerges from 
Judaism and his followers constitute a religio licita.

• Jesus, as a son of Adam, and a descendant of 
generations predating formation of the Chosen 
People, opens God’s salvation to all of humankind.

• Jesus’s descent from Abraham and David is the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to Abraham and God’s messianic promise to 
David.

• This genealogy has “David” written all over it:

David = דוד = dalet-vav-dalet = 4 + 6 + 4 = 14
• Even Jesus’ paternal grandfather is different!

• Matthew has Jacob, a parallel to OT Joseph?
• Luke has Heli (alt. sp. of Eli), a parallel to OT Samuel?

• The women, unconventional in their sexual behavior, fulfill a 
higher righteousness.
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16When he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up 
to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written: 18“The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it 
back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then 
he began to say to them, “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke 
well of him and were amazed at the gracious 
words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is 
not this Joseph’s son?”

23He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me 
this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will 
say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that 
we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24And he 
said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the 
prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were 
many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when 
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
and there was a severe famine over all the 
land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to 
a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also 
many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except 
Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in 
the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, 
drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow 
of the hill on which their town was built, so that 
they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed 
through the midst of them and went on his way.

Jesus Visits Nazareth: Luke 4 Expands Mark 6.1-6
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Luke’s Expansion Is Thematic

• As was his custom
• Jesus is observant and devout
• Christianity emerges from Judaism 
• Both are / should be approved religions

• Quotation of Isaiah 61.1a, b, d; 58.6d; 61.2a
• The Spirit is God’s agent; Jesus is a true prophet.
• Jesus is God’s anointed.
• The preaching of good news is to the poor and oppressed.
• The message is “Freedom!”

• Today…in your ears…
• “Today” in Greek is sēmeron (as opposed to “last day,” eschaton)
• “In your ears” is an OT Semitism.

• Is not this Joseph’s son?
• Compare to Mk. 6.3:

Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What 
deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?

• Why does Luke change it?



Luke’s Expansion Is Thematic (cont’d.)

• A well-known proverb of the time and its answer
• Doctor, cure yourself!
• Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.
• Jesus claims the mantle of a prophet. (See below!)

• Do here…the things…you did at Capernaum
• A non sequitur: prior to this, Luke has not shown Jesus in Capernaum.
• But Mark has in his chapters one and two.

• Elijah and Elisha
• Universal salvation: Abraham the patriarch; Elijah and Elisha prophetic semaphores.
• On-going development of Luke’s Elijah theme.
• Elijah was assumed bodily into heaven; Luke will have Jesus do the same.
• Where Jesus loses the townsfolk: Jews demand signs (Greeks demand wisdom.)
• Signs are for the Gentiles; no show today.

• They…drove him out of the town and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 
town was built…[to] hurl him off the cliff.
• Not topographical; no such hill or cliff exists.
• Dramaturgical (see also Luke’s encounter at Nain)
• Fulfillment of Simeon’s prophecy.
• Foreshadowing of Jesus’ execution.

• Luke’s first use of the verb poreuesthai, to proceed, to depart, to journey.
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