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Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. Your role is vital to the success of our 
stewardship campaign this year. Below are some instructions and suggestions to assist you in 
this important work. 
 

• Check to see that your contact information is correct so that it can be correctly listed on 
the GO passport folder. 
 

• Pray! Before you contact another person, remember that this is a spiritual process. 
 

• Call every household on the path ASAP to let them know that the pledge card folder will 
be coming and that everything they need to make a pledge to St. George's is there. Here 
are some talking points: 

o “Hi this is _____ calling. I am another member of St. George’s Episcopal Church. 
[I live nearby]. The church has asked a group of us to help with this year’s 
stewardship campaign. I’m calling with a couple of things. It won’t take long. 

o St. George’s is conducting its annual pledge campaign similar to last year where 
the pledge cards will be hand-delivered from household to household.  

o Sometime between October 2 and October 23 another neighbor will be 
contacting you to arrange delivery of the pledge folder to you. Then after you 
have filled out your pledge card, you’ll arrange delivery to the next person on the 
list.  

o When you get the folder, the instructions will be clear and easy to follow.  
o If you have any trouble, I am the person who will help make sure the folders 

keep moving. My contact information will be on the folder. 
o If you cannot reach the next person on the list after 24 hours, try the next person 

on the list. We want the packets to keep moving. If you have any problems at all, 
please call me.   

o Can I verify your contact information so that the neighbor before you on the list 
will have a way to find you? THANK YOU! 

o Once you’ve delivered the folder to the next person, you will give me a call or 
send me an email letting me know. That way I know the folder is moving along.   

o Any questions? All these instructions will be included with the folder.   
o THANK YOU! Thank people for anything they are able to do. 

 
• Be ready to receive a contact by phone or email from each household when they report 

that the folder has been passed to the next household. 
 



• If people want to be removed from the GO path list, contact Ben asap so that their 
pledge card can be mailed. If someone does not want to participate, do not try to 
convince them otherwise. Simply thank them and tell them their card will be mailed. 

• Pick up your pathway passport folder on Sunday, October 2,  at church and get it on its 
way. If you can’t be here that day, arrange pick-up ASAP!  
 

• Answer questions if someone on your path calls or asks. See Frequently Asked 
Questions on the back of this sheet. 
 

• Rescue the folder if a parishioner is unable to pass it on, and take it to the next 
household. 

 
• Let Cindy Helton or Pam Jewett-Bullock (members of the stewardship commission) 

know of any problems as soon as possible.  
 

• Return the Passport Folder to the Church Office as soon as completed and before 
October 23.  

 
Thank you! 
 
Cindy Helton 
Pam Jewett-Bullock 
The Rev. Joe Hensley, rector  
joe.hensley@stgeorgesepiscopal.net          
Ben Hicks 
ben.hicks@stgeorgesepiscopal.net 
 
Questions? 540-373-4133 
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Frequently Asked Questions and possible responses by GO Guides 
 
Why are we doing this format? 
The rector, the vestry and the stewardship commission are hoping that by trying this format 
once more as we did last year, (not necessarily every year), we can get more people to 
participate (we have a goal of 75% participation in the parish), we can help neighbors to know 
each other, and we can collect the pledge cards more quickly. 
  
“Do we have to do this?” 
Do not ask if people “want” to participate. But at the same time if they say they would rather 
not, then DO NOT try to convince people them otherwise. Thank them for whatever they are 
able to do, and ask that they return the pledge card as soon as possible once it arrives by mail.  
 
“I don’t want people coming to my house.  I’m never home.”  
All that is necessary is for the pledge folder to change hands. You can arrange to do that 
wherever and whenever is convenient for you and the next person. We do ask that you not 
leave the folder unattended for long periods of time. Don’t visit or leave the packet at 
someone’s home without arranging it with them first.  
 
“What if I can’t reach the next person on the list?” 
Try someone else. If within 24 hours there is no response, contact the GO guide. It is important 
to keep the folder moving. 
 
“My pledge is private. I don’t want to talk with anyone about it.” 
There is no discussion of pledging or money. Just pass the folder along.  
 
“What if I don’t plan to pledge?” 
We know some people can’t pledge, and we appreciate whatever support they can give. We 
would still like them to participate. There is a box on the pledge card that you can check if you 
are not able to pledge. 
 
“What is a pledge, anyway?” 
For many of us, a pledge to give money to the church is a way that we say thanks to God and 
practice our faith. It is also helpful when the church makes its budget to have an estimate of 
how much people plan to give in the coming year. 
 
What if I don’t know what I’m going to be able to give? 
We ask people to make an estimate and do their best. It is not a binding contract.  
 
There is a more comprehensive list of stewardship FAQ’s on the church website. 
www.stgeorgesepiscopal.net Click on the stewardship tab. 

http://www.stgeorgesepiscopal.net/

